
INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADS GROUPS 
 
 
 

According to the MoU between the European Community and the National Tourism Administration 
of PRC (CNTA) on visa and related issues concerning tourist groups from the PRC (ADS), a 
Designated by CNTA and Accredited by the Consular Office of a Member State Travel Agency can 
apply on behalf of a tourist group for the issuance of ADS Visa. 

 
 

The Member State competent for examining and deciding on applications for an ADS visa shall be: 
(a)  the Member State whose territory constitutes the sole destination of the visit. 
(b)  if the visit includes more than one destination, the Member State whose territory constitutes 

the main destination of the visit in terms of the length of stay. 
(c)   if no main destination can be determined because of equal length of stay in different 

Member States, the Member State of the first destination. 
 

In order to determine the competent Consulate of the Member State (if there are more than one) as 
well as the place where the application can be lodged, check the web site of the Member State in 
the Common Information Sheet). 

 
An ADS group visa can be obtained if a minimum of 5 to a maximum of 50 Chinese citizens travel 
together. The maximum duration of stay is 30 days. All participants must be members of the same 
tourist group and enter, travel through and leave Schengen as a group on a pre-determined 
itinerary. If there are any changes for the group, the travel agency must report them immediately to 
the competent Member State. 

 
The travel agency must send an authorized person in possession of a valid ADS badge issued by 
the Schengen States to submit the application documents. The Visa Section reserves the right to 
interview the applicants before issuing the Visa. 

 

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION DOCUMENTS CONCERNING THE GROUP PROVIDED BY 
THE TRAVEL AGENCY 

 
1.   Typed name-list in English, on official company paper with the company stamp. The name 

list must be arranged by the family relationship or work relationship, indicating applicant’s 
full name, date of birth and passport number. The name list has to be handed in with 2 
copies. Please use the following format: 

 
 Last name First name Sex Date of Birth Place of Birth Passport No. Relationship 
1.        
2.        

 
2.   Explanation letter in English, on official travel agency paper containing the agency’s stamp, 

with the following details: 
a.   detailed itinerary of the entire trip 
b.   name, address, phone and fax number, contact person, e-mail address, group 

reference number from the incoming tour operator in Schengen 
c. names and addresses (including phone, fax numbers and e-mail addresses) of the 

hotels booked for the group in the Schengen area, indicating the dates of each stay 
in every hotel (all members of the group shall stay at the same hotels) 

d.   last name, first name, sex, date of birth, passport number, Schengen visa number 
of the tour leader of the group (photocopy of passport ID and Schengen Visa 
Pages) 

 
3.   flight information for the whole trip between China and Europe, enclosed with confirmed 

return ticket reservation. 



4.   Copy of the official licence of the tour leader granted by Chinese Authority 
 

5.   Confirmation letter with name and contact details of incoming tour operator in Europe 
including name list (same format), detailed itinerary of the entire trip, hotel names and 
addresses (incl. phone, fax numbers and e-mails), dates and the flight information for the 
whole trip among Schengen states and China. 

 
6.   In case of an organised cruise, confirmation letter from the cruising company with the 

detailed itinerary and mentioning the nights participants stay on board. 
 

 
 
 
 
Documents regarding the individual members of an ADS Group shall be found to 
Supporting documents lists,  click (A2) 

http://gr.vfsglobal.cn/documentary.aspx

